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Assoc. Prof. Tawee Vechaphutti, The Legend of the First ASHRAE Fellow in Thailand

Assacic‘i_te Professer Tawee Vechaphufti graduated with a
B. Eng degree in 1965 from the Depariment of Mechanical
Engineering, Chulalongkom University. He joined the department
‘s a lecturer after his groduation.. 1n 1969 hie wes awerded the Thai
Govemment scholarship to further his study in the: United States,
where he obfained @ Master of Science in Mechanical Enginesring
from the University of llincls of Ubanc-Champaign. He returned fo
Thailand end continued teaching at Chulalongkern University.
He has devoted his lifé to teaching and doing research warks in
the field of HYAC and it goes without saying thot he is.oneof the
pioneers inthis field in Thailand. He feaches at Chulalongkem
University as well gs af other ccademic institutes. In 2001 he
received as Outstanding Alumni Award from Chulalongkorn
University Engineering ‘Alumni for outstanding coentribution in
both Academics and Professional Engineering in Thalland.

As an educater. he has imparted his knowledge to his
students.and has been.an inspiration to them, he also shares his
knowledge and experience with other engineers whao is working

I

in Thaitand and is part of the Energy Law in the Government's
Policy.

He has been working as a professiondl engineer for more
than 35 years, as designer, head of consultant projects, head of
MEPS construction management for mony cutstanding. and
rmege projectsin Thalland. He is o leader in the qir-conditioning
profession, bringing advanced technology and applied his
research findings to' His design projects. He developed novel
systems in Thailand such as low kW/TR chiller. high EER. high
efficiency of equipment (pump, cooling tower, maotor, ete.),
non-CFC refrigerant, environmental friendly concepts, eneray
conservation. He has designed air-condifioning systems for bofh
commercial and industrial buildings, and always infroduce new
innovation and advenced fechnology in his design.

He is a very enfhusiastic and active member in various
engineerng societies in Thailand, e.g.. The Engineering Institute of
Thaland under HM. the King's Pafroniage in which hehad held miany

in the gavemment and industialsector. He s
often invited by companies and mariufachurers
to give lectures on the fundamental ond
application of HYAC ond hos conducted
many technical training courses for young
engineers. He ls recognized os a leader of
the air-conditioning professionals in Thailand.
He is the most sought after keynote
speaker in HYAC advanced knowlgdge
for technical seminar.of many ai-condiioning
distibUtors in Thailaind namely - York, Canier,
Trane. Dalkin, Mitsubishi and UNI-Alre:

He has ploneered many cutstanding,
research projects in the field of Thermal
Comfort, Energy Conversalion in Buildings,
Comfort Indoor Environment, OTTV-Value
of buildings in Thailand. His research has
a high impact in the fiald of HVYAC ‘and
results of his findings are widely referred to
by acaderrics and professional engineers.
He received the best research prize from
Chulalongkern University for his work on
OTV-Value of buildings in Thailand. He

positions such as Secretary, Committee,
Vice-Chairman and Advisory Board: The
Engineering Council of Thailand (Professional
Engineer Board of Thailand) os specialist in
Mecharical Engineeing Committee; and many
more. Underhis leadership and guidance
and ‘With the advice and inspiration of two
former ASHRAE presidents. Mr. Ronald G. Rich
and Mr. Richard A. Charles, the Air
Congdiifioring Club of Thailond was. upgraded
to thie stahus of The Air Conditioning Engineering
Assaciation of Thailand [ACAT}in 1998 and
ASHRAE Thailand Chapter in 2000.

He joined ASHRAEin 1982 .as a'regular
member, and has played an acfive role in
the ASHRAE Tholland Chapter, and has
held office as Board of Govermnors since the
vear 2000. He still fravels to many countfies.
such as Japaen, Singapore, Malaysia,
Switzerland.: Ausiralia and China to present
his research popers. He is known naticn
wide and Internationally for his work in HVAC.
He hosa vast knowledge in his field and he is

has written two well-known books: *Clean Room Design” and
"Energy Management in Buildings". His book. “Clean Room
Design™ s widely used as @ practical reference-tor dll professional
engineersinthe field of HVAC, Hehas contributed greatly to'the
advancement in design development in HVAC in Theiland.

He has perfoarmed his duty s specidlist and educater in the
field of HVAC and Energy Saving for the government secter and
institute, namely DEDP' (Department of Energy Development
Promotion), former NEA (Notional Energy Administration). He served
a5 advisor of fhe Steeting Commitiee of Energy Research Instifute: of
Chuldlongkem Universiy. Sub<committee Energy Corservation Project
Fund for Renovation of Government Building in Thailand
[cppeinted by DEDP], Commiittee of life cycle costing of all
equipment of machinery Used in the energy conservation
project {appoinfed by DEDP). He was chdirman of the sfeefing
commitfee in drafting: the “'Standard of Energy Censervation
Handbook" Section: Air Condifioning. This sfandard s widsly used
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a popular speaker and has received more than 35 awards,
cerfificates of appreciation. plaques:for his contribution te society..

He has 'a very pleasant personality, he is very poclife,
humble, generous, henest and has a very high moral standard.
He is welllloved by his students, his colleagues as well as by
professional engineers and many people whe have come to
know him. Associate Professor Tawee Vechaphutti is willing to
share his knowledge with oll engineers and to. confribufe to
the good of our society. He deveted his life to teaching.
researching and practicing in the profession to raise the
standard of HVAC in Thalland.

It is Thalfond Chopter great pleasure and honour that
ASHRAE Society up grade Associate Professor Tawee
Vechaphufti to be "Fellow" member in June 2003. He is the
“First Thai Fellow” who.is'very valuoble to Thailand Chapter.




